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has taken Europe by surprise. The attitude assumed by the Turkish delegates ai 
nearly all the meetings of the Conference had prepared the public mind for the high- 
handed and infatuated decision of the Ottoman Grand Council ‘None the less is 
that result lamented by all who hoped that the Porte, desirous of averting war, 
ba the opinion of united Europe, and that that opinion would 


obtain for them in time to come the blessings of a just, humane, and thoroughly 
effective government. How these ends may be accomplished does not as yet appear, 
bat it is not impossible that they may after all be brought about withcut any general 
disturbance of the peace of the world. That this may be so will be the prayer of all 
true and right-minded Christians at this present crisis ; and, in any case, such will 
gladly leave the matter in the hands of Him who ruleth over all nations; who can 
avert the calamities that seem most to threaten, and so control events of whatever 
character that they may work together for the greater good of all the peoples of the 
earth. In reviewing the proceedings of the recent assembly of diplomatista, we have 
. one especial source of satisfaction, that the representative of England proved himself 
worthy of his high position, and acted in harmony with the representatives of the 
other Powers in demanding from Turkey such changes in the character of ber own 
intergal government, and such guarantees that those changes should be duly and 
honestly effected, as were imperatively called for in the interests of justice and 
humanity. Those demands have not been complied with, but none the less do we a 
rejoice that they were made. For the true honour and interests of this country, \. 2 
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Tae great and all-absorbing question which has so long engrossed the supreme 
interest of Europe has passed into another stage. Suspense, so far as regards the 
sucores or failure of the Conference, is at an end ; bat suspense concerning the final 
issues of an event so portentous as the absolute rejection by Turkey of the scheme 
propounded by the Powers, is but just beginning, and bids fair to last as jong as 
that by which it was preceded. It can hardly be said that the decision of the Porte 
have been embodied im a programme making, under effective guarantees, adequate 
and permanent provision for the future good government of the Christian provinces 
of Turkey. That hope has now been abandoned. The desire, cherished by the 
friends of humanity everywhere, by patriotic men of all countries, and by all 
European statesmen worthy of the name, that at this juncture, by pacific efforts, by 

or all, has been doomed to gricvous disappointment. Still, in the outlook now 
before us there may yet be discerned some gleams and elements of bope. Al! must 
not yet be given up as irretrievably and irrevocably lost. It does not follow that 
because the Conference has failed and the Plenipotentiaries have left Constantinople, 
war must undoubtedly ensue. Nor need we apprehend, because the Porte pro- 
tests against all intervention on the part of other Powers between itself and its 
misgoverned and maltreated provinces, that Europe will cease to regard those pro- 
vinces as in a special sense the objects of her care, or abate one iota of her effurts to 

| 


- 


we 
~ 


we 


ye 


\ 
34 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (Pebreary 1, 1917. 


such a protest against Turkish oppression and misrule, and such insistance on the 
initiation of a better state of things, had become essential. It was needful to our 
vindication in the eyes of Europe ; it was needful to place us beyond the possibility 
of being drawn into any alliance, offensive or defensive, with the Porte; it wars 
needful as an expression of the publie opinion of Great Britain, and an indication of 
the line of policy which, in relation to this Eastern Question, our statesinen in the 
future must and will pursue. These ends, at any rate, have been attained. As the 
result, in any future complications in relation to this all-important matter, we shall 
be spared the disadvantage of divided counsels, be no longer exposed to suspicions 
injurious to our national reputation as lovers of righteousness and freedom, present 
a united front in’ relation to our foreign policy, and exert with mére effect our 
influence with the Cabinets of Europe. For all this we shall be largely indebted to 
the right feeling, tact, and firmness of Lord Salisbury, and may weil congratulate 
ourselves that a man of his ability and force of character was selected for a mission 
so momentous, 


It is now but too obvious that our Indian possessions are threatened with 
another famine, and one which seems likely to exceed the last, both in duration and 
severity. The dearth, in fact, has already begun, and the privations even now felt 


by the distressed populations have necessitated the commencement of relief opera- 


tions on a large and costly scale. The last famine mainly affected the province of 
Bengal ; the present is rife in the presidencies both of Bombay and Madras. Whilst 
other countries have been inundated by excessive rains, a vast region in both these 
presidencies has suffered severely from drought. About 80,000 square miles ip 
Madras, and 54,000 in Bombay, comprising in all a population of about twenty-three 
millions, are thus affected. The full extent of the calamity appears to have been 
but recently apprehended by the Government at home. Lord Carnarvon (acting in 
the absence of Lord Salisbury) states, in the circular he has addressed to the Governor- 
General of India upon the subject, that he only became aware of it by a despatch 
from the Madras Government, dated 2nd December last. His lordship expresses a 
general approval of the measures of relief adopted, but requests to be periodica!ly 
inforined of the progress of the famine and the actual condition of the people. At 
present, it is estimated that the loss to the Indian Government, both from decrease 
of revenue and increase of expenditure, will not be leas than six millions sterling. 
When we consider that about one million of people are employed on the relief works 
at Madras, and 287,000 on those of Bombay, this estimate will not surprise us. It 
may be hoped that the promptitude with which the Government of India has acted, 
and the extensive nature of the operations it has set on foot, will avert the very 


_ worst evils to be apprehended from a famine ; but even should there be but little or — 


no loss of life, there will inevitably, for a great length of time, be severe distress and 
privation from the great drain upon the resources of the country. § - 


The proclamation of Her Majesty, in her Oriental dominions, by her new style 
and title of Empress of India, has taken place at Delhi, amidst every conceivable 
circumstance of magnificence and pomp. The assemblage was imposing, the affair 
passed off apparently with the greatest possible eclat, aud as regards the objects 
supposed chiefly to be sought by the assumption of this new Imperial designation— 
the gratification of Indian ideas of what becomes a Sovereign, and an increased 
sense of the power and dignity of the Sovereign by whom India is actually riled— 
they may perhaps be regarded as attained. Such a measure once having been 


resolved upon, it was, of course, important that it shuuld be carried out success 
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fully, and in the spirit in which it was conceived. This has undoubtedly been 
done, so far aa outward effect is concerned, but those who doubted from the first 
the policy of the measure have now a new ground of dissatisfaction in the enormous 
expense it has entailed, which, in the view of wuch heavy calls as the famine in 
Madras and Bombay is likely to make upon the Indian Exchequer, is regarded by 
many as at least unwise. That calamity must be met by vigorous and prompt 
exertion ; and we trust that, whatever may be the lasting effect of the new title 
upon the people of Indie, they will not be slow to perceiva, in the encriBces made 
on their behalf by the British Government in a season of distress, that they live 
under a Sovereign who feels the deepest interest in the welfare of her subjects of 
every country and clime, and whose efforts, with those of her advisers, are con- 
stantly directed to the promotion of their material prosperity and welfare. 


The immediate attention of all interested in the great Ritualistic controversies 
of the day is now concentrated on the Vicar of St. Jumes's, Hatcham. Since our 
last issue the contest between this gentleman and the authorities, both spiritual and 
temporal, to whom by his very position he is subject, has assumed new and magni- 


church has been closed by order of the Bishop; he has been. pronounced guilty of 
contempt of Court and arrested; and he is now a prisoner in Horsemonger Lane 
Gaol. The acene at Hatcham on the first Sunday of the new year was a 
public scandal to religion. The announcement of Mr. Tooth’s intention to conduct 
the services as usual, despite the prohibition of Lord Penzance, and the appointment, 
by the Bishop of Rochester, of another clergyman to discharge his duties whilst 
inhibited, drew together an immense concourse of people, many attracted by the 
merest idle curiosity, others of the rougher sort by the prospect of a tumult. The 
crowd inside was mainly, though not exclusively, composed of Mr. Tooth's admirers ; 


police, as well as by other defenders whose services hal been engaged for the occa- 
sion; and a siege, in some sort, it certainly sustained. Although no very serious 
mischief was actually done, the risk of it was certainly incurred ; and the prepara- 
tions made for the occasion showed that Mr. Tooth was well aware of this; and 
that, in a spirit of bravado, he was as determined to defy the mob as he had been to 
disregard the monitions and inhibition of the Court of Arches, and the authority of 
the Bishop of his diocese. The celebration of an ultra-Ritualistic service amidst 
surroundings so incompatible with devotion, is an instructive commentary upon 
Ritualistic ideas of the import and authority of a passage of Scripture often quoted 
in extenuation of their practices: “ Let all things be done decently and in order.” 
On the next Sunday the Bishop’s apparitor closed the church, but not until three 
services had been held before nine a.m, whilst the police prevented the assembled 
crowd from entering the building, and in due time caused them to disperse, The 
most extraordinary pleas on bebalf of Mr. Tooth have been put forward by his 
advocates and apologists in the public press, most of whom seem to. forget that that 
gentleman, as a clergyman of the Established Church, is bound to submit to its 
regularly constituted authorities, and that if his conscience is aggrieved by their 
procédure, he has his remedy, namely, to renounce the status and position which he 
holds, and thus free himself completely from their jurisdiction. This, however, as 
some urge, he cannot do, because holding “Catholic” views respecting “Church” - 
| ; D2 


Drope Having positively pbedience, eithe own 
diocesan or to the Judge of the Arches Court of the province of Canterbury, his 
appreciation of the points at issue, regarded the entire proceedings as an amusing 
spectacle or show. The church was barricaded as for a siege, and well guarded by 
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unity, he believes that such a separation would be schism. It might well be asked, 
in reply, whether it is not greater schism, in the proper acceptation of the term, for 
a clergyman to remain within a Church, in which by so doing he sows dissension, 
stirs up strife, and sets an example of resistance to all authority. Mr. Tooth, 
indeed, alleges that he js resisting an authority not spiritaal, but temporal, and 
which has fio right to intrude itself into spiritual things. The English Oburch 
Union, in the action it has publicly taken on Mr. Tooth’s behalf, endorses this view, 
and declares its opinion that any judgment pronounced by “a Court sitting under 
the Public Worship Regulation Act is spiritually null and void.” In this declara- 
tion, and the grounds on which the entire resolutions of the Union on this subject 
are based, is implied a gross perversion of the facts. Lord Penzance’s Court, to 
which the reference was inade, was not constituted under the Public Worship Regu- 
lation Act, nor does it sit by its authority. It is one of our oldest Church Courts, 
and is an ecclesiastical and not a secular tribunal, What the Act did was simply to 
facilitate and expedite its action. It made no new law, and created no new juris- 
diction ; yet the chief resolution drawn up by the English Church Union affirms 
most plainly that it did! For q complete and masterly refutation of the fallacies on 
which Mr. Tooth and his advocates rely, we need refer only to Lord Penzance’s well- 
chosen language in issuing his writ of Significavit to the High Court of Chancery 
for the enforcement of the order against Mr. Tooth for contempt, and to the able and 
exhanstive letter of the Bishop of Lincoln on the subject, in reply to Canen_Hole. 
Dr. Wordsworth, albeit a divine of High Church sympathies, entirely subverts the 
sophisms and false assumptions on which alone the case of Mr. Tooth is founded. 
He first inquires whether clergymen who have been admitted to benefices under 
certain conditions freely accepted by themselves are at liberty to violate those condi- 
tions, and yet to retain possession of the benefices. He next contends that, even if 
the Court pronouncing judgment were temporal, obedience would yet be due to it, 
on the principle that the “powers that be are ordained of God,” and that dis- 
obedience is a greater offence in the case of the clergy than in that of other men, 
since they have pledged themselves to be subject to the Sovereign as “supreme over 
all persons and in all causes ecclesiastical and civil ;” and lastly, he urges that a 
clergyman who has solemnly promised at his ordination to obey his bishop, is bound 
to do so when, as in the present case, the Bishop himself requires him to submit to 
the decision of the Court of Arches. How Mr. Tooth can escape from the conclu- 
sions thus indicated, we fail entirely to see. To dispassionate observers who are 
careful to note the special obligations which in regard to authority devolve upon a 
clergyman of the Church of England, these conclusions are absolutely irresistible. 
Tn the case of the Vicar of Hatcham, they will be endorsed by the general verdict 
of the country, which will not fail to perceive that his example, if extensively fol- 
lowed, would tend not only to the disestablishment of the Church, but to the sub- 
version of those principles of rational order which underlie the very basis of the 
British Constitution. 

The meeting of the English Church. Union at Freemasons’ Hall, called with 
the view of pledging that energetic body to sympathy with the Vicar of St. James's, 
Hatcham, and any other clergyman who, like him, may choose to set at nought the 


' judgments of the Arches Court, or any other that may have the misfortune to sit 


“under the Public Worship Regulation Act,” was undoubtedly large and enthu- 


siastic, and fully prepared to do battle both with the Judicial Committee ofsthe 


Privy Council and Pankjament itself. Nor was it deficient in decision of purpose, | 

unanimity of feeling, omvehemence of language—the latter, in the case of Arch-— 

deacon Denison especially, rising to the boiling-point of vituperative zeal. It was 
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not, however, distinguished by any special weight of character and influence in those 
who took the chief part in its proceedings, The leaders of this immediate move- 
ment were certainly not persons in whose judgment, on so grave and serious a 
matter, the British public would with any confidence rely. Much zealous deter- 
mination was evinced ; but the zeal was neither based on truth, nor tempered with 
discretion. Hurdly, indeed, could aught else have been expected. Facts were too 
strong for the extreme partisans. Law also, both coclesiastical and civil, was 
against them; and notwithstanding the fiery boast of Archdeacon Denison, that 
they were resolved to “fight the Privy Council to the death,” we feel assured that 
the common sense of Englishmen will at once perceive that such a battle would be 
hopeless for the Union, and that the resolution to engage in it is simply quixotic. 


The members of the Church of England resident in Scotland have long had 
reason to complain of the conduct pursued towards them by the leaders of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, who have sought by vatious means to disparage their independent 
_ position, compel them to join their own communion, and to represent as schism their 
preference for continuing in fellowship with the English Church whilst dwelling upon 
_Seottish ground. This line of conduct is entirely in keeping with the antecedents of 
the Church in question, which has long been noted for its exclusive pretensions and 
its leanings towards the Church of Rome. These features of the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, which in that country have prevented it from gaining any hold upon the 
rympathies and affections of the people, seem likely also to prevent it from obtaining 
the confidence of English Episcopalians across the border. Such has certainly been 
the case hitherto, and this state of things does not seem likely to improve. It has 
been a matter of complaint that the English bisbops generally have discouraged the 
independent attitude of the English Eyiscopalians beyond the Tweed, even so far us 
to refuse to confirm their children, or to take their congregations under any sort of 
episcopal control. In espousing their cause and vindicating their position, Lord 
Shaftesbury has ulways taken a prominent part; and for this he has recently been 
called to account by Lord Kinnaird, who has constituted himself the champivn of the - 
Scottish Episcopal Communion. In the correspondence which has since ensued, it is 
plain that Lord Shaftesbury bas decidedly the best of the argument; and that the 
members of the Church of England in Scotland are entitled to the warm sympathy of 
Protestants of every denomination for the position they have steadfastly maintained, 
amidst much opposition and discouragement. 


We are glad to learn that the intense excitement prevailing in the United 
States on the subject of the Presidential Election is; in some measure, likely to 
subside, A plan has been devised for recommendation to Congress in relation to the 
“counting” of the votes, which, in this case, means the declaring or denying their 
validity, whereby, it is hoped, all suspicion of, or temptation to, unfairness in the 
final and“ obligatory decision, will be effectually removed, and a result arrived at 
which both parties will accept as binding. It was essential that some modification 
of the mode hitherto in use of deciding on the votes should be adopted, und that 
now to be recommended seems likely to effect the end. According to this plan, no 
vote will be received: which is objected to -by either the Senate or the House of 
Representatives; and all other questions in dispute will be determined by a com- 
wittee composed of an equal namber of members of each House of Congress and of 
the judges of the Supreme urt. We congratulate our American friends that a 
prospect is thus opened up before them of settling, in a rational and amicable way, a 
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controversy which had well-nigh assumed a formidable and eens aspect. 


recommend the plan now proposed to their acceptance, 

; and stability of the Government of the 
adoption by Congress. The permanence y 
United States, and their continued moral and material prosperity, are of immense 
- importanee to the world at large, but are objects of especial interest to Englishmen, 
who recognize their unity with the American people alike in blood, in Jangaage, and 
in religion. 

PROTESTANT AGENCIES IN THE CITY OF BEYROUT. 

BY THE REV. T. W. CHAMBERS, D.D. 
Bryrovut has a chequered history. A Phoonician settlement, a Roman colon, « 
favourite seat of the Herods, a famous school of learning in the fourth century, 4 
Latin bishopric in the twelfth, it was subsequently, under Mobammedan misrule, 
reduced to the rank of a mere village. But « Druse prince afterwards rebuilt it and 
made it his capital. And when Ibrahim Pusha held possession of Syria (1830—40), 
he took especial pains to foster the welfare of a port the advantages of which could 
not eseape his keen eye. From that time it bes steadily grown in business, wealth, 
and population, and is now by far the first commercial town in all Syria. This is 
owing in part to the fact that it is the port of Damascus, with which it is connected 
by a macadamized road of great excellence, and partly to the large product of raw 
silk in Lebanon, nearly all of which finds its way to the markets of the world 
through Beyrout. The city is largely Europeanized, and is daily becoming more 80. 
It is regularly visited by French, Austrian, Italian, and Russian steamship lines, and 
furnishes foreign capital lucrative employment. This would be greatly increased 
were its government even moderately enlightened. But the Turkish rulers do 
nothing for the encouragement of trade which they can possibly avoid. Every im- 
provement is made in face of their opposition, secret or open. Still there is progress, — 
and appearunces indicate that it wil] continue for many years to come. Even the 
oppressive taxation of the country works in its favour, for the people of the interior 
throng continually to the towns—not, as in America, to escape hard labour and enjoy _ 
the advantages of city life, but to find employment and fall upon sone possible way 
of making the two ends meet. From these and other causes the population of Bey- 
rout has trebled in thirty years, and its social and business relations, at home‘and 
abroad, have multiplied in even a greater ratio. 

To a Christian eye the most interesting feature in the place is the missionary 
work carried on here. It is the centre of evangelistic work in Syria, and, in a sense, 
among all the Arabic-speaking populations in Europe, Asia, or Africa, Hither 
very wise foresight or a distinct movement of Providence led the American brethren 
called to this work to establish themselves in this city as the base of their opera- _ 
tions. None better could have been selected, as experience has shown. It is true, 
direct results in the conversion of souls and the establishment of Evangelical 
Churches have not been as marked and abundant as in several other fields; but 

~~ foundations have been laid which will not need to be Jaid over again, and institu- 
tions planted and nourished of which none can say whereunto they may not grow. 
Two great levers have been applied which are the mightiest forces in modern society ; 
these are literature and education. / ; 
The press is a great and growing power in Beyrout, It introduced for the first 
time the printing of Arabic on the soil where Arabic is spoken; it gave to the 


world the first complete and worthy version of the Scriptures in Arabic—a version - 


admitted by all competent scholars to be quite unsurpassed in fidelity and ¢legance 
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by any other in any tongue, ancient or modern—a version which opens the treasures 
of God's Word to no less than sixty millions of the earth's population. Along with 
this the press is incessantly sending forth the veriows-eubsbliary works necessary to 
the proper study of the Scriptures, and aleo some of the choteest specimens of unin- 
spired religious composition. The solid-beginnings of a Christian hcerature are thus 
introduced, and its effects even in the/infancy of the enterprise are not to be.mis- - 
taken. Other presses have been called into being——for the most.part in the way of 
rivalry; but even this is far better than an intellectual torper comparable only to 
the desolatior of the Dead Sea. It is a great thimg to put long-established error on 

Hand.in hand with the press go regular educational institutions. In these a 
great work has been accomplished. The beginning was made with girls. The 
Eastern, and especially Mohammedan view. of the female sex, regards learning as for 
‘them a needices, if not dangerous acquisition. Women are either toys or slave, 
usually the latter, and such drudgery as they ere compelled to perform would not be 
assisted or alleviated by culture, There was need of actual example to show what 
could be done by judicious training, and thus lift wives and mothers to their proper 
place. The Female Seminary at Beyrout hes already dissipated a host of prejudices, 
and sent forth numbers of graduates, each of whom iis in her sphere, wherever it-may — 
be, a quiet but succesful teacher of refinement and grace. For young men a College, 
after having worked for several years in rented rooms, has removed into a sightly 
and substantial edifice standing on the high ground south of the city, where it is 
the most .striking object to the visitor approaching from the sea. Here all the 
modern facilities for instruction have been introduced; a museum and cabinets have 
been commenced, and the students are conducted through the curriculum common 
to similar institutions in America. I met.one of the graduates acting as medical 
officer of a steamboat on the Nile. Not far from the College is:a similar but. smaller 
building occupied for a Modieal School. Here again are all the features of such 
svhools in our own country, although of course on a less extensive scale. But the 
discipline is serious, the examinations are thorough, and a diploma cannot be ob- 
tained unless it is deserved. bem 
train a ministry on the soil of the eountry. 

One of the best evidences that these matitations are not simulacra, but realities, 
is found in the opposition they encounter. When I was at Zableh, a thriving town 
on the eastern slope of Lebanon, near which is a large Romanist convent with ample 
grounds and excellent buildings, I learned that the whole was for sale, for the 
avowed reason that the Jesuits to whom it belonged wished to concentrate their 
operations at Beyrout. Why? Manifestly because this important position has 
been #o wisely and thoroughly occupied Ly Protestant missionaries, and a powerful 
effort must be made to withstand their influence. But if the Man of Sin opposes, 
much more should the friends of Christ support and help such far-seeing plans, so 
wisely and laboriously carried out, on a field so important and so difficult, taking in — 
the very region consecrated by the footsteps of our Lord, operating upon two conti- 
nents, and establishing the methods and spirit of evangelical piety under the shadow 
of the Crescent, and face to face with its most venerated sects and symbols, should 
awaken the sympathy and call forth the prayers of all who love the Lord. A blow 
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[From oar own Correspondent. 
Paris, Jan. 17, 1877. 


ing that the raft will drift into port freighted 
with all those “whose minds are not abso- 
lutely emancipated.” That it may be so of 
individual souls who have or may meet in- 
dividual Protestants whose cup of spiritual 
life runneth over, is undoubtedly true ; but 


another jouynal, “ ‘the fool hath said in his 
heart, There is no God ;’ but blind must be 
the man who does not see the astonishing 

atheism has wade among our popu- 
lation. Wait awhile until men attempt to 
organize their earthly happiness, after having 
shaken off all that hinders—spiritual powers 


that be, or temporal—and we shall witness 
a tremendous potency of evil little foreseen, 


and still less prepared for.” Foretold it has 
been fully by the Lord, but prepared, for 


"| only by those who have seriously attended to 


His words ; and how many are those ! 


The “conjunction of the centres,” as it is 
called, has not advanced the vexed question 
of the Reformed Church. It is thought by 
many that the cords, overstretched by both 
parties, have snapped, and will leave « 
double schism, the Rationalists as well as 


up scattered Protestant 


one by one, at intervals, to Rome! 
the two parties, seeking mo longer to 
rivet an unnatural union, consent to put 
asunder what God never joined together, the 
Reformed Church, freed from its trammels 
and refreshed by the blessing upon integrity, 
will Le a focus of light and life to the nation. 
The January meetings for prayer passed as 
usual, Each quarter of Paris had its even- 
ing meetings ; some smaller ones were held 
in the forenoon or the afternoon for prayer; 


| | ATHEISM AND DEMORALIZATION. THE CENSUS 

1 There ia in France something more to be | has been taken, and 182,968 is found to be 

in feared than all her political agitations, says a | the increase in the population of Paris during 
the past five years. The total number of 

| inhabitants is 2,403,148. the 
iB question of religion was t was 
4 found absolutely useless infor- 

| mation, and in the present state of parties 

and dissolution of individual creeds it would 

| be invidious. 

The delight of the majority at the im- 
pressive vote branding the commissions miztes 
and all magistrates who were EE 

: the autocratic tribunals of the 
pecially in ite Christian [read, | ecriptions, has sent healthy 
| it is clear that MINE | faction throughout the land. 
desired than the un-Christianizing of France,” | prevent, the same week, bh 
| ; Man. In 1873 we wrote, ists, decked with violets, going 
ré of Geneva, and hearing 
| elected by the suffrages | death. 
ME people of God, “The freethinkers THE REFORMED CHURCH. 
t their votes because they looked 
; asa bridge to pass from Ultramon- 
freethinking,” and three years 
; worthy father declared the same 
4 y the freethinkers in France 
| declare the same of French Protestantism ; 
| i Hl there are Protestants who rejoice, think- | the Orthodox splitting into two parties! It is 
deplorable to see these miserable quarrels 
He absorbing the best strength of the Church, | 
while every iota of it is needed to evan- 
gelize places calling for pastors, and follow 
ee families, who, for 
want of spiritual life and aid, drift by scores 
in the mass of Protestants and Protestant | into the Roman Catholicism of the day. 
an churches life is so low that to the multitude | We could point to a country parish whose 
4) it has an appearance of emptiness that draws | pastor, unable to visit the dispersed ones, 
‘ no thirsting soul. “In all ages,” says | has seen 500 of his parishioners pass over, 


physical health of individuals, and on the 
prosperity of nations. In France this reform 
makes some progress, and I am assured that 


every man of good sense. I hope that we 
shall not remain deaf to the voice of reason, 
and that among os, as elsewhere, will be un- 
derstood the immense advantage of so bene- 


:| ficent a custom so clearly imposed on man 


by his nature, as God has made it.” 

The Mission Intérieure is continuing its 
most valuable labours ; ite itinerant agents 
seem truly endowed from above for their 
work. 


ITALY. 
PROGRESS OF WALDENSIAN CHURCH MISSIONS. 
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King—she girded herself as an Italian Evan- 
gelical Church for the evangelization of Italy. 
Once more it is interesting to note, that nearly 
all the pastors in the mother Church of the 
Valleys are men who have been engaged in 
the mission field; showing how thoroughly 
she is identifying herself with the 
work entrusted to her.” Sy 

“We observe,”.says a writer in the Rivista 
Cristiana, commenting upon the report pre- 
sented to the Synod, “ that cases of discipline 
are decreasing; the number of meetings 
and of their frequenters increasing; new 
societies and meetings are started, in order to 
_ awaken everywhere more interest amidst the 
. Population in “the work of the Church, as 


regards education, works of benevolence, 
evangelization, and missions. Among the 
charitable institutions, that which awakens 
special sympathy is the Orphanage for Girls, 
on account of the wisdom, inspired with 
laborious love, displayed in its management ; 
nor would we refrain from saying that the 


.| praise which it has received this year does 


not in the least diminish the wonted and 
almost monotonous tribute of gratitude which 
the unvarying management of the hospitals 
deserves. The primary schools, attended by 
4,200 pupils, fill us with joyful expectation. 
The Normal School also bears fruit, and this 
year sent one of its pupils to direct a school 


in the 
Latin school of Pomaretto and in the college 
of Torre Pellice (or La Tour). It is re- 
markable that during the past year ten new 
ministers have been added to the list 
i Th 


the churches, we shall have a synodal assem- 
bly of a hundred persons,” 
DISTRICT OF PIEDMONT. 

Starting from Pignerol, at a distance of 
only twelve miles from La Tour, we find 
Signor Cardon actively engaged in evan- 
gelistic work in and around this station. 
Twelve new members have been admitted 
during the year, and twenty-two inquirers 
are unde? inétruction, ‘chiefly Roman Ca- 
tholics. The schools also are prospering. 
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and more familiar exhortations were enjoyed | the success of the question would be almost 
by many. insured if those who had taken it up had 
| LORD'S-DAY OBSERVANCE. better directed their efforta. The arguments 
The pamphlet on the influence of the} of Mr. Hill are just—nay, irresistible to 
Lord’s-day on the national prosperity and 
health, has been sent to the 832 members of 
_ the Eyench Chambers. The Senator Bar- 
thélemy Saint-Hilaire sent the following ac- 
knowledgment to the Earl of Shaftesbury 
“T am entirely of your opinion, and I think 
that one day of rest in seven may exercise 
the most salutary influence on the moral and 
Our readers have already obtained, from | 
the pen of our valued Italian Correspondent | 
(Foan, Chris, 1876, p. 329), a statistical | 
summary of the missionary operations one | 
ried on by the Waldensian or Vaudois 
Church, during the past year, throughout | 
Synod, 
Tour 
also 
ion, 
by the 
Aid of | 
in Africa. The higher school for girls, I was 
Christianity—preserved from Romish error | mended, I turn back to note again in the 
in her Alpine Valleys—persecuted for cen- | repurt, with lively satisfaction, something 
turies, but not forsaken—spiritually revived | which passed perhaps unobserved; that is, 
| and equipped through the instrumentality of | the moral influence exercised by many 
Gilly and Beckwith, as the time approached | 
for her special mission—emancipated in 1848 
by Charles Albert, father of the present | = 
the phalanx is being reinforced; and if we 5 
add to it the professors and the deputies of 7 
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She presents truth and error so mixed up 
that it ie impossible to distinguish them, and 
the whole must be edmitted.” Thie man has 


decided 
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are twenty or thirty persons who form the 
nucleus of a church, being firmly resolved to 
accept the Gospel, and being anxious to re- 
ceive regular instruction for themecives and — 
their children. There is a similar movement 


At Genoa, discipline had to be exercised in 

three cases, but in other respects there is 

progress. Twelve members were 

added during the year, and there are twenty- 

under instruction eas candidates. 
The Sunday-echool ie most encouraging. 

At Favale, the church, consisting of twenty- 
five communicants under the ministry of Sig- 
nor Cereghino, continues faithful. Many towns 
in the neighbourhood are regularly ¥isiles, 
and the Sunday-echools are prospering. 


a wife, who is still a Romanist, and six | eeBessions, ‘although the members who have 
the 


children. Signor Girardon visits the scat- 
tered population, including Viareng, carrying 
the Gospel wherever he goes, and has suc- 
ceedeil in forming small groups who meet 
from time to time to read the Scriptures. 
Since the mecting of Synod the Christians at 
Viareng have been formed into a church, 
witb a pastor of their own. 

‘Ivrea forms an important centre of evangeli- 


' zation, from which the Gospel is carried to | 
neighbouring towns. In some of these there | 


receiving eight new members, and he men- 
tions the Sunday-evening services as being 


is religious awakening. At Trausella there | 


if 
| The work begun about three years ago at the 
| Alpine village of Coazze continues full of . 
| | promise. The story is an interesting one. 
i On a market day at Pignerol a young man 
ne | named Bramante Prudente, from Coazze, was 
He induced to purchase a New Testament from | at Andorno, and at Chioverano, 
the colporteur. This led to his beeoming Torrazzo, Pietra Marassi, Vallecrosia, and 
Ue interested in the truth and to his settling | San Pier d'Arena are all favourably men- 
| | a near the town in order to attend the services, | tioned. 
| ig and, soon after, to his becoming « believer. 
i He then returned to Coazze to make a liveli- 
i | heed by selling stores, and among these Bibles 
Bi and tracts. From the sale of these an 
| interest in the Gospel spread among the 
| iM Coazzais, and then a desire for a visit from 
| Cardon and a fri 
| 3 LOMBARDY, YEXICR, AND THE EMILIs. 
: From Milan, Signor Turin writes : ‘el have 
lately ‘received seven new memberg and 
week we are discovering persons 
b- 
At Como, San Fedele d’Intelvi, Brescia, 
| Guidizzolo, Castiglione delle Stiviere, and 
without any marked incidents. 
i Rome. One of these, on being asked why he | The church at Venice bas been somewhat 
; left that Church, replied, “ It is like a person | distarbed by the introduction of two new | 
: who offers you two glasses of water, one pure | denominations—one under Mr. Wallace, of 
Bi and the other muddy, requiring you to drink | Ireland, another under an agent from Mr. 
Ht both, so that the mixture is altogether muddy, | Vernon, of the American Methodist Epis- 
ih copal Church. This new feature makes the 
ie exercise of discipline very difficult, and Signor 
+ loyal. He has also had the satisfaction of 
| as well as by those who are favourable to the 
1| Gospel but have not yet made an open pro- 
| fession. 
DISTRICT OF TUSCANY. 
Signor Comba, formerly pastor of. Venice, 
has been appointed pastor of the sonyrega- 
| on in Casa Salviati, Florence ; and to en- 


43 


== 


44 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


(Pebruary 1, 18:7. 
GERMANY. 
From our own Correspondent. } PASTORAL LETTER BY THE HIGH CONSISTORY. 


——, Prussia, Jan. 16, 1877. 


CRISIS IN THE NATIONAL PROTESTANT 
CHURCH. 


_Our religious affairs are still in a state of 
crisis and transition. The old parties in 
many places no longer satisfy the wants of 
the present, and yet we cannot expect that the 
formation of parties as it is now goiag on 
will be very lasting. For long years the 
conflict between Lutheranism and Union was 
foremost in Prussia; now one hears little of 
it. Even the conflict with Rome no longer 
in the same way occupies the minds of 
church members. But the relation of the 
Church to the State in particular and to the 
nation generally is foremost in men’s minds. 
We have received a Church Constitution from 
a Government which may be called Liberal ; 
the synods are everywhere beginning their 
work ; one hears of them in all German lands. 
Will it be possible to keep together in them 
all the different parties? Can believers and 
unbelievers be made to co-operate? Will it 
work for the henefit of the Church? This is 
the problem of oar days. 


THE NEW ELECTIONS 


for the parochial councils in the old Prussian 
provinces took place on January 7. The 
“ Liberals ” prepared for it with great energy. 
They published an appeal to the electérs of 
Berlin, warning them lest, through their in- 
activity, a “free” constitution might place 
a weapon in the hands of orthodoxy. From 
the other side committees were formed in 


every congregation to secure the election of 


true friends of the Church. In some parishes 
an attempt has been made to enter into a 


compromise ; but the Liberals decidedly re- 


jected every attempt of that kind. “We 
want no dirty grey, but black or white,” said 
one of their members, Dr. Fechow, who must 
be considered as among the most moderate of 
the party. Perhaps it is fortunate that this 
lesson was taught to the so-called “Orthodox ” 
members of the congregation, because where 
the great doctrines of our faith are at stake 
it is better to remain in the minority than to 
make an alliance with unbelievers. The 
result of the elections in all conntry parishes 
is not yet known; but in Berlin a decided 
progress for good is visible. ‘The attendance 
in general was not so large as three yeare ago, 
but the “Orthodox” minorities were larger, 
and in two more parishes the believers 


achieved a victory over the “ Liberals.”. 


5 


Our High Consistory has taken the oppor- 
tanity to send out a kind of 1 letter to 
the congregations, in which it exhorts them to 
forget party strife in order to work together for 
the benefit ofthe Church. The letter says that 
even if the Constitution should not satisfy the 
wishes of all, it would be unwise either to re- 
tire from work on that account, or to try to 
bring about fresh changes before makiog an 
experiment of the forms which already exist. 
The High Consistory expresees its regret that 
pastoral conferences should be very often only 
party meetings, intended to win adherents for 
a distinct programme, and not occasions for 
free intercourse. The letter then proceeds to 
speak of the numerous questions to be 
solved by the General Synod, and how 
necessary it is to throw every energy into 
these questions. Certainly our Church has 
many questions to solve. A marriage ritaal 
and a law determining in what way marriages 
may receive the sanction of the Church, is 
very necessary. Such a law now exists in 
the province of Hanover; and if it has been 
possible there to ‘ion what the Church 
claims, why should: : sot be possible in the 
old provinces? Then the question of Church 
discipline on those who neglect her ordi- 
nances must be sclved. The degree of liberty 
allowed to the clergy with reference to the — 
creeds of the Church is also a question which 
will claim more attention from year to year. 
~ Though we may wish that our highest 
Church authority took a more decided stand 
on all these questions, yet it cannot be de- 
nied that the position of the Church Govern- — 
ment is not a very easy one; and all friends 
of the Church will do well to enter with 


wisdom and moderation on the solution of 


all these problems. 


ECCLESIASTICAL UNION AND REPRESENTATION. 

The Church of the old provinces will pro- 
bably be somewhat enlarged. Of all the new 
acquisitions of Prussia in 1866, only the 
Duchy of Nassau had followed its example 
by effecting the union between the Lutheran 
and Reformed Churches. There is no reason, 
therefore, why the Church of Nassan should 
not join the General Synod. The Synod 
‘held at Wiesbaden has, by a great majority, 
expressed the wish to be united, with the . 
National Church in Prussia. 

It, is interesting under present circum- 
stances to see an attempt succeed to form a 


| common Church representation on a volun- 


it, 


| 
| 
| 
a 

| 
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tary basis. In the city of Bremen the dif- 
ferent congregations stood quite closely one 


beside another. They had in common only 


the Church government, which rest«, however, 
exclusively in the hands of the political 
government—the Senate. But the Senate 
interfered bat little, and all shales of opinion 
are represented in the Bremen Church. 
Nevertheless, it has now become fossible, 
only through unofficial conferences between 
delegates of the different congregations, to 
organize a common Church representation, 
where at least questions of general interest 
and of outward order may be discussed. In 
the Grand Duchy of Hesse, on the contrary, 
we see the tendency to dissent increase. We 
have now two classes of Dissenters there. 
The Latherans have left the Church in great 
numbers, because they thought the Lutheran 
creed was not sufficiently maintained ; the 
“ Liberala” have also, to a great extent, 
separated themselves, because they will not 
’ pay Church taxes; but neither separation is 
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at present officially recognized, and the Synod 
was not inclined to facilitate it. 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER > 
was again observed, as usual. In Berlin two 
meetings were held every evening at different 
places, and that not only in chapels but also 
in secular buildings. The meetings were so 
crowded that at one place numbers had to re- 
main on the staircase, where a separate 
meeting was held. 

SECULAR SCHOOLA. 

A decree of the Minister for Public Wor- 
ship has been published, which, though only 
referring to a special case, claims general in- 
terest, because it involves a decision upon an 
important principle. In Erfurt a petition 
had been sent to the Minister requesting him 
to unite the Protestant and Roman Catholic 
schools in one. This request has been re- 
fused, on the ground that though such a com- 
bination might be useful in individual cases, 
it is not the intention of Government to | 


sanction any such general policy. 


AMERICA. 


MOODY AND SANKEY IN BOSTON. 
Sunday, January 14, these two great la 
ef the Cale for 
God in Boston. It is safe to say that since 
the Puritans came T Massachusetts Bay no 
event has awakened a more deep reaching 
and earnest expectation in the religious world 
than this advent of two men preaching the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity and singleness of 
mind. Nor is this interest confined to the 
reliyious world. The people called world- 
lings and that large class of cultivated 
heathen who in Boston delight to invoke 
books rather than Jehovah, are awake to this 
new venture in behalf of the old faith of the 
Cross, and condescend to discuss in their 
coteries the phenomena and the upshot of 
the undertaking. A committee of fifty have 
long been busy in preparation, and under 
God much of the present interest is due to 
their wise and i efforts. Dr. Tour- 
jee, Methodist, is gathering a choir of 1,000 
cultivated voices to assist the worship. The 
Tabernacle where the ings are to be held 
covers an acre of ground. It will seat 
nearly 6,000, and there are no galleries.— 

N.Y. Christian Union. 
A PENITENTS REPARATION. 

“At least one of Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey’s converts,” says the Vew York World, 
“has shown practical evidence of his repent- 
ance of wrong-loing. About a year 
ago there was 4 heavy robbery of the Adams 


y | telegraph operator, named Brensier, was ac- 
cused of the crime. He was tried and ac- 
quitted, and afterwards left the place and 
settled in Chicago. During the recent re- 


ment in the penitentiary. It is not strange 
that under such circumstances the judge 
should have expressed himself with great 
feeling in pronouncing the sentence, nor that 
he should have declared the case without a 
parallel in all his experience.” 

STORY OF A SCOTTISH PRODIGAL. 

A temperance meeting at Chicago, held 
December 15, and conducted by Mr. Moody, 
is described by the Rev. A. E. Kittredge, in 
the Independent, as “the most remarkable of 
all these wonderful meetings.” Mr. Kittrédge 
thus narrates what passed on this occasion : 
Nearly 8,000 persons were present, and the 
exercises were of the deepest and most solemn 
interest. The requests for prayers touched — 
every heart, and while they were read every 


| 


| 
_ 
Express Company, near Akron, Ohio, and a 
vival there he came under the influence of 
Mr. Moody’s preaching, experienced religion, 
and confessed that he was guilty of the crime | 
with which he had been charged. He im- 
mediately returned to Akron, surrendered 
himself, and, as he could not be again put in 
jeopardy for the crime of which he had been 
acqnitted, he was indicted for perjury for > 
the falee testimony which he had given in his 
i own favour on the former trial, and was con- 
victed and sentenced to three years’ imprison- 


| 
| 
i 
| 
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oe and invasion of this tight by referring 


to 
ritual of the Charch of Ecagland at 
of the Reformation 


4 


imes, was liable to be imprisoned for 
The intervention, therefore, of a tem- 
poral court, if any such were in question, to 
enforce obedience in matters of ritual, would 


1Z1Dg 
Church. It was attended by about 3,000 


persons, principally working men. Several 
resolutions of a strong character were agreed 


As early as five o'clock on the following 
Sunday morning the Rev. A. Tooth performed 
matins in the church; and the service was 
followed by two celebrations of the Holy 
Communion. At a quarter to nine o'clock 
the Bishop's apparitor arrived at the church 
and posted a notice in writing on the north 
door from thg Bishop of Rochester, addressed 
to the ch ardens, ordering the church to 

_ be closed. the time when the principal 


leven o'clock celebration—badg 
| 


hitherto begun there was a dense crowd close 
to the church. There was a strong force of 


papers and discussion, a breakfast acd morn- 


parties existing at the two periods.” The 
general subject was opened by the Chairman 
(Prebendary Wilson); and of its two aspects or 
divisions, the first was spoken to by Bishop 
Perry and Canon Garbett; the second, by 
Canons Miller and Ryle. Among Canon 
Ryle’s concluding remarks were the following : 
“The Evangelical party, with all i 

shows no symptoms of decay, and is as 


strong as a school of thought within the 


Church of England, if not stronger. We are 
not a sinking ship. We ate not worn out 
yet. We are not dead, but alive. Yes! by 


| of ritual to a secular tribunal. It 
| i police to guard the church and the houses in | 
«| ae pro the street, Superintendent Gernon having 
«|e under his orders about 300 men, and being 
git ; assisted by several experienced inspectors ; 
a the statutes author-| while in addition there was a large body in 
an the two successive | reserve not far off The crowd was much 
ne disappointed at finding the church closed, 
| | and several conflicts occurred with the police, 
Ha who were several times beaten back, and 
/ | a stones thrown atthem. Eventually the streets 
| were cleared. 
| it vine THE ISLINGTON CLERICAL MEETING. 
ie the| The fiftieth annual gathering in Islington 
| Hi the | of Evangelical clergy, originated by the late 
bishop, if he | Bishop Daniel Wilson, in 1827, soon after he 
if convicted | passed from the chapel of St. John’s, Bed!ord 
Row, to the vicarage of Islington, took place 
| ' on the 16th ult, The special character of 
i the occasion, as a jubilee, led to some de- 
| viation from the arrangements of previous 
i at least be no novelty—the novelty, if any, is| years. Instead of two meetings, there was 
: in the claim to be exempt from it. . . . Itis| this year only one meeting for the reading of 
| not to be presumed that Mr. Tooth proposes | [IIIA 
| to settle for himself, as the minister of an | ing service at St. Mary’s Church being substi- 
; Established Church, how the divine services | tuted for the customary morning meeting at 
of that church, which are intended to be | Bishop Wilson's Memorial Hall. At this 
Ht uniform throughout the country, should be | service the Rev. Prebendary Wilson, the 
| performed. If he arrogates to himself this | Vicar, read the prayers; Bishop Perry and 
| right, every beneficed clergyman in the king- | Bishop Ryan read the Communion Service, 
Hi dom has it also, and there might be as many | and, assisted by two clergymen, administered 
a forms of worship in the Church as there are | the sacrament; and the Dean of Ripon . 
parishedTh the land.” preached the sermon from Jude 3: “ Ear- 
Ne The writ de contumacé capiendo, having | nestly contend for the faith once delivered 
iE been issued by the Court of Chancery, was | unto the saints.” The proceedings in the 
i executed on the 22nd ult., in the county of | afternoon commenced by the presentation of 
ta Surrey, by an officer of the Sheriff. Mr; congratulatory address to the Vicar of Is- 
, Tooth was arrested at the house of a friend, | lington. The general subject for discussion 
ih _ near the prison where he is now in custody | was, “ A Comparative Estimate of the Church 
i —Horsemonger Lane Gaol. .|of England in 1827 and 1877.” This was 
| On the afternoon of the 13th ult. an open- | regarded under two aspects ; first, “in respect 
ah air public meeting was held to protest against | to organizations and agencies recognized or 
' “in respect of the religious condition of the 

j 


g 


2 = 


1,000, or a total of £3,000 a-year. 
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE CONFERENCE. 


E 
Se 


accepted a cordial invitation to hold their 

next Annual Conference of the members, and 

others friendly to Christian union, next 

autumn in the city of Oxford. 
MISSIONARY OONFERENCE. 

_ It is arranged that a missionary conference 

shall be held at Oxford on the 2nd and 3rd 


of May next. The following, amongst other 
important subjects, will be discussed: 1. 
The essential features of the missions of the 
Primitive Church. 2. Civilization and Chris- 


had died, and the supplemental help did not 
present iteelf) we ‘have arrived at the point 
of adjusting our expenditure to our income, 


and can always again increase as circum-— 
. | stances allow.” 


The number of new women supplied to 
old districts and to new ones in London 
is twenty-four—fifteen Bible-women, nine 
nurses ; also four to the country. The number 
of women transferred in London is eleven. 


Bible lady superintendents, 25 lady 
superintendents, and 5 central \voluntary 
workers—total, 157—for oversight and co- 


operation with 164 Biblewomen and 57 
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the help of God we continue unto this day, 
and by the same help I believe we shall con- 
. tinue and hold our own for many « long day, 
in spite of ridicule, contempt, and perse- 
cution. We shall live and not die, as | tianity in relation to each other. 3. Medical 
Wycliffe said to the Friars, and be a thorn in | missions, lay missions, brotherhoods, ete. 
the side of the Pope, and the infidels, and all | 4. The Church's duty towards the Jews 
their satellites and allies Things are in a| 5. The relations of societies to Church 
better condition in 1877 than they were in | organization. 6. Our duty towards remnants 
attenjance throughout y was| How to with Mohamuiedaniem. 8. The 
mumerous, amounting in the afternoon to | office of universities in relation to foreign 
NEW BISHOPRICS. 
BIBLE-WOMEN AKD THE LONDON. Poor. 
We find, in the Missing Link Magarinz, 
an account of the work of Mrs. Ranyard’s 
Bible Mission during the past year. “It has . 
been,” writes that lady, “a year of com- 
pression and revision, partly owing to fear 
Liver. | of failing funds, which has been shared by 
has 
tches 
l we 
then 
ng 
dor- 
| can 
Street, and by a present excision of seventeen 
Bible districts (in which perhaps the superin- 
tendent had left the neighbourhood, or the 
wouian’s health had failed, or the supporter 
By will be —— from the my on Twenty-two have left the mission from want 
Allen ladies have resigned their superintendence. . 
Sixteen new superintendents have joined fhe 
mission. “ We have at present,” continues 
Mrs, R., “associated with our centre 127 | 


mission during the year was £15,262. 
receipts for the twenty years during which 


spiritual improvement 
last item; but we catch a glimpée of the 
kind of wretchedness which it has served to 
ameliorate by such a scene as the following: 


“*T feared [ might be found fault with,’ | i 


into one woman’s room, and how could I 
ask her to take a Bible —fierce, gaunt, filthy, 
and out of work? She said she had been 
raking the gutters to find what she could, and 
the hideous finds were heaped in the middle 


of the floor ; but I stepped over to the corner, | 


where I saw a poor old child. She said he 
was but three, but his wizened face looked 
six or more. He had had an accident seven 
i done for 


she knew how to follow out my directions ; 
eo in an hour [ went back, having fetched 
my own things to wash and comfort him, and 
then, to my joy, I found already the fruit of 
the visit, for the mother had made all ready 
for me, and the floor was clean.’ We assured 
our agent fhat we never found fault with 
common sense and mother’s leve, and bade 
her good speed on further Bible visits.” 
RITUALISM AND MISSIONS. 

The following resolutions have been adopted 
by the Manchester Protestant Parishioners’ 
Committee : The Protestant Parishioners’ As- 
sociation enter their solemn protest against 


the union of Evangelicals with Ritualists in 
the forthcoming missione—l. Because the 
Ritualists are defying the law of the land and | 


have declared Ritualistic follies to be eubver- 
sive of all order and decency in divine 
service. 6. Because thé revennes of the 


of whom a little more than five millions and 
a-half are Roman Catholics, or only 18~per 
cent. of the whole population. In other 
words, while the Roman Catholics have in-, 
creased at the rate of 28 per cent., the Pro- 
testants have inereased at the rate of 120 
per cent. Protestantism has, therefore, been 
advancing nearly five times faster than Ro- 
manism since the begi 


nning of the present 


century.— Weekly Review. 
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u purses, assisted by 16 visiting pioneers; *o | the decisions of the supreme 
| that, with three office agents and matron of | and are bringing the Church 
an _ two houses, our numbers amount to 400.” | by Jawless practices. 2. i 
«a ‘The number of Bibles sold by the Bible- | aliste are introducing 
| | aRRE women was greater than in any previous year. | the worship of Almighty 
| ie | Daring 1876 12,A80 copies of the Scrip- | ing 
in} tures were thus disposed of to the poor, who | 3. 
year lady superintendents received the 
hl 1 for clothing, The tota! income | Ritualista, who change and corrupt 
and of generations to sear 
| their own objects, and to serve their own 
1h | the mission has existed have amounted to a | ends. 5. Because the archbishops and bishops 
te i} total of £332,755. Of this eam upwards of | in their charges have frequently censured the 
‘ent £103,300 have been paid by the poor for | doctrines and ceremonies of the Ritualists, and 
1 Bibles and clothing. It is hardly possible | 
Church are seriously imperilied by Ritualistie 
mm | practices, so that that which has been left 
a for the service of God by the pious dead is 
danger of being appropriated to 
| We said a new Bible-woman, just inducted to ber | poses of Mammon. 7. Because the EE 
Pe: diocese of a fearful low court; ‘but I went | gelicals are solemnly pledged to maintain the 
| pure principles of the Reformation in the 
poe of England, and ought not to 
- alliance with men w 
"sacred cause of 
im reasons the Protestant 
tion, thoroughly convi 
tempts will be made 
‘sion to introduce the 
hae the sacrifice of the mass into the service of 
i | the Protestant Church, earnestly urge all 
‘, him. I told the mother what to do, and | Protestant churchmen to hold themselves 
| what the stench in the room was doing for , aloof from this wretched attempt to Romanize 
: him and herself too. She said she had no | the entire district by a corrupt, sensuous, and 
| ) money and no soap, and did not look as if | heathenish worship. : 
i DECREASE OF ROMANISM. 
Th In 1809 the population of Great Britain 
and Ireland was about fifteen millions and 
three quarters, of whom four millions and 
. a quarter were Roman Catholics, or 27 per 
nt cent. of the whole population. Now the popu- 
| tation is nearly thirty-one millions and a-half, 
= 
4 | 
a | 
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It is gratifying to observe the cordial terms in which the Church Missionary Intelligencer 
is able to speak of Dr. Edward Ralph Johneon, the suceesor of Dr. Milman as the Bishop 
of Caleutta. “The new Bishop,” says the Intelligencer, “had an interview with the O.M.S. 
Committee just before his consecration, and expressed very warmly his earnest desire to eo 
operate with the Society in its work for God in his vast diocese. He was addressed by three 
or four of the members present, and prayer was offered by Bishop Perry on his behalf. 


Es 


in St. John’s, Rangoon, of whom twenty-five were adult converts. 

four to the Chinese, two to the Eurasian, and eleven to the 
NEW GUINEA. 

during 


= 


ing among them might be allowed to remain. This request evinces a very different 
state of feeling from that which prevailed four years ago when the teachers were located 
“It becomes more and more evident,” writes the Rev. 8. Macfarlane, “that we 
cannot remain in the gulf, or near it, whereas with our head-quarters on a healthy island 
in China Straits we could work on both sides of the peninsula, as well as the islands in the 
Straits, and D’Entrecasteaux group.” Such a place they are now about to obtain, in Teste 
Island, near Moresby Island. Here two men were left by a vessel; acquired a little of 
the language; told the natives about missionaries; read and explained their Bible to them 
every Sunday as well as they could; and made a vow that if a vessel called and took 
them away, they would communicate with the first missionary or clergyman and 
endeavour to get a mission established in China Straits. The men were taken off the 
island by another vessel; they communicated with the missionaries; and these last will be 
thus introduced under favourable circumstances to an island just such as they require. 
SURINAM. 

: In the year 1767 the Moravian Brethren purchased a small house in Paramaribo, and 
there on July 21, 1776, Christian Kersten baptized the first negro slave into the name of 
Jesus. At five o'clock im the evening a little band of awakened negroes, mostly hiréd ser- 
vants, assembled to witness the administration of the first sacrament. Christian Cupido, 
the candidate for baptism, was the first-fruits of the seed sown with some interruption since 
the year 1755. Now the number of souls under the care of the Moravian missionaries is 
22,130. The centenary was celebrated on July 21 of last year as a joyful festival by all the 
congregations of the mission in Surinam. As the day drew near various preparations com- 
menced ; Mr, Heyde translated the “Te Deum ” into Negro-English, and practised the music 


Subsequently to hie consecration he again met some members of the Committee to go fully 
into various matters of business, on which occasion he himself engaged in prayer for God's 
work in India. We look forward with grateful expectation to future years of hearty co- 
operation between the Bishop and the Society, and an unbroken continuance of the cordial 
relations thus happily imitiated. One of the first acts of Bishop Johason will be the con- 
secration of Dr. Caldwell and Dr, Sargent as Suffragan-Bishops of the Bishop of Madras.” 
The Rev. R. R. Winter baptized twenty-four adults on Sunday, September 3, in the 
church of St. Stephen, Delhi. Including them, eighty-five adults have, during the last 
Of the 


of and many other tropical plants were employed with beautiful effect, and by evening 
the'church was wonderfally transformed that the negroce could hardly be induced to 
leave it, so intently did they admire its new beauties. “Bright sunshine,” writes one of 
the missionaries at Paramaribo, “greeted us 


of the “Te Deum,” Brother Langerfeld preached from Psalm 
the Lord ; for He is good: for His merey endureth for ever.’ At the close we 
with one another to enter on the new centary in love to our Saviour and to 
At 10.30 a.m. a second service was held for such as 

the evening there were two meetings. The first, at five o'clock, 


Two of the party remain at Mpwapwa, to form a mission-station there. The 
missionaries go on to the Victoria Nyanza; in fact, since the receipt of the letters referred 
to above, intelligence has beer received, dated October 22, stating that 
beyond Mpwapwa, and were then on their way to the Vi Nyanza, in 
Mr. G. J. Clark (who, with Mr. T. O'Neill, remains at Mpwapwa) writes, that the mission- 
aries had received a hearty welcome from the Sultan and Governor of the district. The site 
of a mission-house had been selected, and building operations were about to commence. 
1 He adds: “Mpwapwa is a district really, comprising a great number of villages, and 
ae affording a field for several missionaries ; and the people appear to be a quiet, harmless race, 
6) devoting their attention to cattle-keeping and growing mama. A river runs along the base 
tii of the hill, and a vast plain extends beyond it, all capable of cultivation, but at present 
va nothing but jungle, with a village here and there.” 


MOSKITO COAST. 


= 


oe Mr. E. Lundberg, Moravian “missionary at Blewfields, describes a violent hurricane” 
Lae which occurred in the night from the 2nd to the 3rd of October, and has devastated a con- 
if siderable portion of that district. . “Here,” he writes, “the church is left standing ; although 
Lim seriously shaken, and somewhat shattered, it can be repaired without very heavy outlay, we 
t i} hope. The mission-house is quite destroyed, and will have to be entirely rebuilt. At 
ae Ramah the native houses were all swept away, but the church and mission-house have only 
| ae lost the roof, which can soon be restored.» At Magdala the church and teacher's dwelling 
a are destroyed.” Mr. Juergensen writes from Ramah : “ Fifty houses, great and small, have 
tae been destroyed on our little island, only two having escaped without any injury. the 
| Hit Lord does not send help, I know not what will become of these poor Indians.” Under 


i tad these distressing circumstances a special appeal has been issued, and any contributions for a 
WW ie “Moskito Coast Hurricane Fund” will be thankfully received by Rev. H. E. Shawe, 7, 
Ely Place, Holborn, £.c. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 
lid A most encouraging account of the progress of the Gospel among the simple Tukudh 
ue hat Indians, beyond the Rocky Monntains in the Far West, is given by the Rev. R. 
| ie McDonald, Archdeacon of the Mackenzie. Writing from Fort Macpherson, which stands — 
| on Peel River, an affluent of the Mackenzie, and within the Arctic circle, he says: “The 
Wii preaching of the Word is listened to with undiminished avidity, accompanied with an earnest ; 
tT desire for Christian instruction.” The piety of the converts is manifested by “a profound — 
th reverence of God, a growing humility, and strenuous endeavours after a conformity to the 
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1 with the negroes, who came in crowds to take part in the singing. On July 20 the church 

ih | was decorated with woven hands the day before. Several species 

r crowded with devout worshippers long before the eight o mem 

| , an‘ to the o service. After a short address by Brother Heyde, and the singing 

| | unto 

| covenanted 

first. In 

his Excel- 

: yi} lency the Governor and several high esti ave come in from 

| that occasion to be connected with us. Our centenary day with all its lively joy has gone 

| ‘eat by, and taken its place in the annals of our history, but it has left results behind it. To 

| | ae some who were far from Christ, it has been an awakening call of grace, and we know that 

several have heanl His voice, and opened the doors of their hearts to Him.” 
CENTRAL AFRICA. 
a : Interesting letters from the Nyanza mission party are given in the Church Missionary 
Intelligencer. The expedition travelled in four divisions, all of which had reached, or were 

| | in immediate prospect of reaching, Mpwapwa, in Usagara, about two hundred miles inland. 
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divine will.” No less than 160 adults and 154 children were baptized in the year (1875) ; 
the communicants had greatly increased in number ; and there were now eigltcen Christian 


The 107th voyage of the Moravian missionary vessel to Labrador and back has been 
safely accomplished. Very rough weather was encountered for some time after leaving 
Stromness (June 30), and such continuous contrary wind prevailed that the Harmony did not 


STORY OF A CURATE’S CAREER, 
NARRATED BY HIMSELF. 


There goes up from time to time a wail | four of my bishops—two in the diocese of 
from bishops and incumbents over the scarcity | Ely and two in the diocese of Norwich, for 
of curates, and the every-day waning number | I served under Bishops Allen and Turton in 
of university men who present themselves | Ely, and under the father of the 


as candidates for ordination. Perhaps my | Dean of Westminster 
own experience may throw some light on this | wich. But hope, like 
difficulty by showing what may be the pos- | led me onwards, and at 
sible end of a life spent in doing the work of | left me in broken health, old, 
the Church. I was admitted to holy orders | ficed. I was never 

some five-and-thirty years ago, and began my | not then believe that 
ministry in the diocese of Ely. For a time | Church preferment the 
things went on smoothly. Comparatively-a | swift and the battle to the strong. The 
poor man from the beginning, I lived and | of my last rector and the loss 
laboured, hoping that the reward of a small i 
benefice might some day crown my patient 
waiting. So I moved about from one curacy | vice. 

to another, remaining in one parish as curate | money I- 
in gole charge for nearly twenty years. Dur- | that time an invalid, and unequal to the 
ing’ time I was so employed I ontlived | tion of i 


i 


dili- 
gently teaching their countrymen according to their and ability. 

LABRADOR. 
thence, on September 6, the course was steered to Ramah, the most northerly station. Fog 
Here she remained for four days (from 
the 11th to the 14th), and on leaving the bay was mercifully preserved from being driven 
on to the rocks ; the roar of the breakers was already distinctly heard, and nothing but an op- 
portune change of the wind saved the ship and all on board from a situation of extreme 
peril. Proceeding thence in a southerly direction, a stay of a week was made at Hebron; 
Okak was next reached. From this station the Harmony started for home, which was 
reached on October 30. 

Bishop L. T. Reichel, who went out to hold a visitation of this mission, has been per- 
mitted to carry out all the plans laid down for his two months’ stay on the coast, without 
Ml serious hindrances. Conferences were held at each station with the missionary brethren 
and sisters, and meetings with the Eskimo men for the discussion of various points con- 
nected with the barter-trade carried on for the benefit of the Labrador mission ; the natives 

unities of private intercourse with the 

a season of trial in Labrador. The 

In the autumn epidemic disease 

spread from thence in a northerly direc- 

places scarcely a single hut was without 3 

house was attacked. More than a hun- 


-of the Church of England ; I never incurred 


with worn-out boots and threadbare clothes, 


book produced, in which all my replies to 
their questions (the inquisitorial and de- 
grading nature of which it is not possible to 
describe) were carefully entered. The Men- 


Church societies which profess to aid neces- 
sitous clergymen. The agent of the Charity 
Organization Society gave similar counsel, 
So I appealed to three of the best known 
of the Church societies in tarn. My re- 
ferences to beneficed clergymen who knew 


censure from my bishops, or blame from 
any one of my numerous incumbents. No 
reason was assigned, but to each application 
there came a reply of regret from the secre 
tary, civilly worded, but meaning — no 
Things were now looking very gloomy. I 
had sunk into a state of semi-starvation. 
Pacing the streets in search of employment, 


I have at_times been without food for two 
consecutive days, Hunger, beyond a certain 


gi, 


Ss 


Le 

Q 


death from starvation would have formed the - 
subject of a paragraph in the columns of the 
press, with the information that the latest 
victim was a clergyman and a scholar. I do 
not wish to write bitterly, but I would fain 
have this picture of what may be the possible 
end and reward of a life spent in the service 
of the Churth taken into consitleration by 
those who are starting in the race. If, after 
years cf patient waiting, a curate should un- 
happily lose his health and fall out of work, 
there exists no institution to which he may 
turn fur speedy aid. Mechanics and labourers, 
with their clubs and benefit societies, are far 
better provided for than are poor scholars or 
impoverished clergymen. With me life’s 
little day is well-nigh ended. But as a warn- 
ing to the golden youth of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, in the midst of my present surround- 
ings of garret toil and London loneliness this 
Christmastide, I. write this brief sketch of . 
my Own career. 
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| 
iW for employment which my knowledge of | point, loses its torturing power. After the | 
Re books and some skill as a linguist pointed out first twelve hours of fasting, the sharper pains 
| AL as the most likely way by which I might | disappear and a dull feeling comes on—not a 
| | RE earn the daily bread. Journalism, magazine | feeling of pain so much as a sense of intense 
| te writing, giving lessons in French, fair copy- | weariness. 
in ing, and even directing envelopes at five | and the bakers’ 
| it shillings a thousand, were all tried; but every | petizing, loses 
a Saturday night the payment of the rent of them without 
| Te the single room I occupied devoured the bulk | 
1h, | of my six days’ earnings, and often left me | 
| an not more than half-a-crown to battle with | 
| Hy the wants of the conting week. I felt my: | 
| ! self drifting into a state of penury and want. | 
‘i My books and my sermons were sold, and my | 
| wf clothes that were good for anything went, | 
| | piece by piece, to the pawnbroker. Bat I | 
still struggled on, eating the scanty bread of | 
; independence, but suffering the most pinching | 
th poverty. This kind of existence lasted more | 
| ; than two years. I wrote to some brother 
it clergymen of the same university, who were | 
' my contemporaries, an account of my posi- 
| | tion. One of them sent my letter to the 
| Mendicity Office, another forwarded my com- 
| mnnication to the Charity Organization So- 
ciety. I was interviewed by officials from | who were taking their Tnoon Walk. 
| both institutions, They treated me much | was Saturday, and I had scarcely tasted food 
as is the wont of sach men to treat the ordi-| since the previous Thureday. It was, how- 
| nary mendicants and impostors of London. | ever, a day that brought an end to my suffer- 
First, my landlady was asked if her lodger | ing from absolute want. An old college friend, 
4 was a drankard or owed her any rent. This| whom I had not seen for many years, was 
7 { : inquiry being answered satisfactorily, my | crossing the gardens and recognized me. My 
. | room was next invaded, and a black note-/| story was soon told, and relief promptly given. 
1} H | ee | Bat for the timely arrival of this good Sama- 
| 1 | dicity officer advieed me to apply to : 
| 
i | | 
| 
me personally were satisfactory; I had never 
held or taught any doctrine contrary to that 
| 
| 
1) | 
| 
7 
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TWO MISSIONARY MARRIAGES. 


Mrs. Lacy Goodale Thurston, one of the | forty miles, Mr. Goodell called on one of the 
original American missionaries of the Sand-| young ladies and made her an offer of mar 
wich Islands, died recently at the age of | riage in bebalf of his friend. The offer was 

~one. The decease of this venerable | promptly rejected. Retracing his steps to a 
recalls the romantic circumstances of | |onely school-house where Miss Goodale was 
marriage fifty-seven years ago, which are | teaching, he repeated the offer. She con- 
thus narrated by a correspondent of the | sented that Mr. Thurston might call upon 
Boston Congregationalist :— her; and after an evening's acquaintance they 

When Messrs. Thurston and Bingham, | were engaged. To sail at the appointed time, 
then theological students at Andover, conse- | they must be married within two weeks. But 
crated themselves to the missionary work, the | the laws of Massachusetts then required three 
mothers of the two young ladies to whom | publications of the banns. Fortunately, a 
they were engaged at once broke off the | town-meeting was to be held in the middle 
engagements, The rupture constituted a very | of the coming week; and by the-wse of the - 
serious obstacle to their approaching depar- | church doors twice and the town-hall once, 
ture, which was then to take place within | they were published, married, and in due 
a few weeks; for in that infancy of missiuns | time sailed. Though entered into on so 
the departing missionaries never expected to | slight acquaintance, the match proved a happy 
return to their native country; and unless | one. 
married when they sailed, might be con-| Mr. Bingham still remained solitary and 
demned to an enforced bachelorhood for-life. animated. But going to Connecticut to be 
The missionary society of the seminary held | ordained and there to set sail, he met in the 
some prayer-meetings and many a discussion | street a young lady inquiring the way to her 
over the fate of their two lonely members, and | place of destination that she might attend the 
finally hired the best horse to be had in | ordination. Mr. Bingham kindly offered to 
Andover, pit on his back one of their num-| show her the way, and before a week had 
ber, the Rev. William Goodell, afterwards of | passed, she had become Mra. Bingham. Such 
Constantinople, and commissioned him to go| were the romantic marriages of two mis- 
forth to visit two young ladies he knew, and | sionaries a generation ago, of whom the last 
ask them, or one of them at least, to be- | has just passed away. 
come the bride of Mr. Thurston. Travelling ' 


Sonver or Pavestive.—After a year of tion with the bishop, or without the least 
work in the laying down and preparation of episcopal consent. 
that portion of the map already executed,  )iscrpiive is the order of the day in the 
the committee have decided on sending out ecclesiastical world at Geneva. A suspen- 
an expedition to complete the surve¥ of sory sentence has been’ pronounced upon a 
Western Palestine. The command will be priest, not for offence in doctrine or 1 
_ assumed by Lieut. H. H. Kitchener, &.£., morals, but for omitting a Sanday service, 
who was with Lieut, Conder in 1874-5. Hé and being a little restive when called to 
will first survey the northern portion, includ- | account for it, This is the second instance 
ing Galilee, and will then take up one or two since the existence of the new Church of the 
unfinished portions of the south, and execute Genevese Council jadging a priest. 
a general revision of the whole country. He, or Canpinats.—From the 
proposes as well to clear out and restore new yolume of the “Catholic Directory” we 
Jacob's Well. Lieutenant Conder meantime that in the College of Cardinals, which 
remains at home, working at the reduction | whey full consists of 70-members, there are 
to shape of his voluminous notes and the (or at least were, when the “ Directory” 
memoirs which will accompany the sheets. | went to press) 14 vacancies. An explana- 

Tas Beryxse SywopaL Counci has de- is yiven of the different grades among 
manded of the Theological Faculty at the the carXinals, clearing up a matter which is 
University a monthly report on the disci- very puzzling to Protestants. The three 
-pline, diligence, and work of the students orders of cardinals—bishops, priests, and 
who belong to the faculty, and who are pre- | deacons—are distinct from the three orders 
paring for the ministry. There appears to bearing the same names in the general 
be at Berne a lay council, with absolute au- “hierarchy. The six cardinal bishops are 
thority, which can act without any consulta- those whose dioceses are the six “ suburban 

| 


lf 


a 
x 
- 
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of which they are appointed superiors ; and 
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sees there are 50 caniinal priests, 
are taken from churches in Rome, 


| February 1477. 


13 in England, 28 in Ireland, 3 in Scotland, 
44 in our colonies and dependencies. 
of Roman Catholic peers is 36, 


PROCEEDINGS 


A meeting of Council was held on 
Thursday, January 11; John Finch, Esq., 
Treasurer (afterwards C. H. Bousfield, Esq.), 
im the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by the Secretary. 

The following persons were unanimousl 
admitted to membership-— 

Mr.'H. Ward Bradbary, Market Drayton. 

Mr. William Lawton, Market Drayton. 


W. D. Lewis, Shrewsbury. 

. F. J. C. Moran, 3.p., London. 
Mr. William Collier, Leicester. 
Edmund Jehu, Esq, Welshpool. 
Samuel Davies, Esq., Welshpool. 
William Jones, Eeq., Welahpoo). 
William Rogers, Eeq., Welshpool. 

E. Maurice Jones, Esq., Welshpool. 
Evan John Bebb, Esq., Welshpool. 
Richard Powell, Esq., Welshpool. 

THE LATE SIR TITUS SALT. 


The death of the late Sir Titus Salt, 


Bart., for many years a member of this Al- 
liance and of the Council, having been an- 
nounced, the following resolution, moved by 
the Rev. J. 8. Blackwood, p.D., LL.D, se- 
conded by the Rev. Donald Fraser, p.p., 
was unanimously adopted: “The Council 
take the first opportunity of their meeting 


_ since the decease of their honoured friend and 


colleague, late Sir Titus Salt, Bart., to 
express theif}deep regret at the loss which 
they have sustained in common with the 


aside of those confessional points of difference 


philanthropic so- 


longed, they are mindful that it 
ciated with a lively interest in the 
our common Christianity in its 
tholic aspects. They acknowledge 


of manifested in the Christian spirit of 
his life and his charity towards ‘all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity” 


WEEK OF PRAYER. 

The Secretary reported that gratifying 
meetings in various parts of London were 
being held daily during this Week of United 
and Universal Prayer, and that there had 
been a larger circulation of the invitation and 
strbjects throughout the world than in any 
previous year. - | 
SABBATH OBSERVANCE ON THE CONTINENT. 

There was laid before the Coancil a cir- 
cular, addressed from the official represent- 
atives of the Lord’s-day Observance Com- 
mittee in Geneva, setting forth the principles 


and practical rules for adoption by the 


f 


| 
i of whom 26 have seats in the House of 
i churches called “deaconries.” Of the 56/ Lords. There are 47 baronets, 7 members 
iff living cardinals, seven were created by Pope | of the Privy Council, and 50 members of 
a Gregory xvi. and 49 by Pius 1x. The pre-| Parliament (all of whom represent Irish con- 
ef sent number of patriarchs, primates, arch- stituencies) who are Roman Catholics, The 
| bishops, and bishops throughout the world, | number of priests in England, Wales, and 
sf including those who are retired and those who | Scotland, is 2,088; and the number of 
n) hold the title of sees in partibus infidelivm, is | public churches, chapels, etc, is 1,315. 
estimated at 1,142. But the number of resi- | This shows an increase, as compared with last 
th dential sees of patriarchs, archbishops, and | year, of 64 priests and 21 churches and 
bishops is only 894, and of these no fewer | chapels. 
than 126 are in the British empire—viz., ° 
) 
| 
| “Tree union cannot be effected 
the diversity, the anity will be gradually revealed.”"—F. F. Van Oostenzen, D.D., Professor 
' of Theology in the University of Utrecht. 
| OF COUNCIL. 
of Uhrist and the 
| 
| 
G. Morgan, Esq., Market Drayton. | 
Embrey Thomas, Esq,, Market Drayton. 
| | 
| 
hy | The Council offer to Lady Salt and the 
| members of the family their Christian regard 
and sympathy under this heavy bereave- 
| ment.” 
| 
| 
| 


Confederation in Europe, for the better ob- 
servance of the Lord’s-day on the basis of 


resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
FOREIGN VISITORS, 
The introduced the Rev. Ema- 


was observed, and had proved 
hallowed seasons of Christian union among 
them. Some interesting particulars were 
then given relative to Christian work in 
that country. A church in Rio de Janeiro 
had been organized, of which Mr. Vanorden 
is 


able openings were being presented for ex- 
tending the work of evangelization among 


his compliments to the 
Rev. James Davis, and has great pleasure to 
inform him that his letter enclosed in his note 
of the 7th inst. having been forwarded to 
its destination, her most gracious Majesty 
the Empress andQneen desired him to 
express her Majesty's best thanks for it, as 
well as for the copy of Lvangelical Christen- 
dom.—German Embassy, Dec. 21, 1876.” 
PERSECUTION IN EGYPT. 
The following letter was read from the 
Foreign Office :— 
“ Foreign Office, Dec. 29, 1876. 
. “Sir—In acknowledging the receipt of 
your further letter of the 15th inst., I am 


directed by the Earl of Derby to inform you 


that his lordship feels compelled to adhere 
to the general with regard to the trans- 
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mission of memorials to the rulers of 
foreign countries ; but you will have seen by 
Mr. Lister's letter of the Ist inst., that the 
representations of the Alliance have been 
duly attended to, and that Her Majesty's 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt has 
been instructed to report upon them. 
“T am, Sir, 

“Your most obedient, humble servant, 

The Secretary reported, that in consequence 
of the absence of Mr. Rogers, the Agent- 
General of the Khedive of Egypt in this 
country, he had sent the memurial signed by 
this Council direct to his Highness. 

WEXT ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
The subject of the next Annual 


presented 
Christopher, and the other signataries 
invitation bearing date December 13, 1876. 
That, having given the subject their best con- 
sideration, the Council are of opinion thata meet- 
ing of the members of this Alliance, and other 
friends of Christian union, in the university city 
of Oxford would be likely to advance the cause 
of truth and promote the special objects of this 
society. They, therefore, very cordially accept 
the kind invitation to hold the next Annual 


.. | Conference of the British Organization of this 


Alliance in the city of Oxford, trusting that 
the divine blessing will largely rest on 
that assembly and its deliberations.” 

NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

The Secretary reported that on the subject 
of the next General Conference of Christians 
of all nations, he had received communi- 
cations from Berlin and Berne ; the former 
stating that the subject of holding a Confer- 
ence in Berlin was under the serious con- 
sideration of the Committee, who, in order to 
arrive at a decision, desired answers to ques- 
tions which they put with reference to 
securing a representation from all the Euro- 
pean and other branches of the Alliance. 
The letter from Berne, signed by Colonel 
Von Buren, President of the Berne Committee 
of the Alliance, stated that a proposal to invite 
the Council of this Alliance to convene a 
General Conference in the city of Berne was 
being considered, and asking for information 
with a view to their guidance to a definite 
result. 


Pebroary 1, 1807.) 
various committees forming the Internatiunal 
Holy Scripture and in remembrance of the 
nuel Vanorden, p.p., from Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, the Secretary of that branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance. Mr. Vanorden, after 
receiving the Christian salutations of the 
Chairman and members of Council, spoke of 
the formation of the branch of the Alliance 
in Rio de Janeiro, of which several Chris- 
tian gentlemen of influence and nete in 
Brazil were members. The Week of 
Prayer at the commencement of the year 
and the invitation to hold it in Oxford during 
the autumn of this year, having been referred 
for decision at the present meeting of Council, 
it was moved by the Chairman, seconded by 
the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, and unanimously 
resolved: “That the best thanks of this 
opened, and a religious paper, containing use- 
ful Christian information, was published, and 
largely circulated, the Emperor himself being 
that people. 
The Rev. Dr. Blackwood introduced Pastor 
Hvuhan Kizakian, of the Protestant Church 
at Adana, near Tarsus, in Silesia, acccom- 
panied-by his friend and interpreter, M 
Garabed Iskiyan, and who is on a visit to th 
country to obtain aid for the erection of a 
Protestant church and schools at Adana. 
BERLIN. 
The following communication was read 
from the German Embassy: “ The German 
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SPAIN. (had been for many years observed with 

A letter was read from the Rev. John | increased comfort and edification. A 
Jamieson, dated Madrid, Dec. 13,1876, thank- | united monthly prayer-meeting had been 
ing the Council for their interest in Christian | held in connection with the Young Men's 
work in Spain, and for sngyestions on the | Christian Association, and it was proposed 
subject. After advising with Mr. Corfield, to hold it in future under the auspices 
it had been resolved to hold shortly a meet- of the Evangelical Alliance. The writer 
ing at which the claims of the Evangelical gives a favourable view of the progress and 


Alliance would be advocated. vg esd 
stated that the Annual Week of Prayer 


prospect of Evangelical trath in Spain. 


WEEK OF PRAYER, 1877. 


With the entrance of the New Year another 
Week of United and Universal Prayer, at the 
invitation of this Alliance, has been observed. 
The Executive Council bave taken care, by 
preparing their circular during the summer 
months and obtaining the signatures and joint 
aid of the representatives of the British and 
foreign associations of the Alliance, to secure 
unavimity in the choice of subjects, and its cir- 
culation throughout the world. It is gratifying 
to know, from the imcreasing demand at home 
and abroad for the circular invitatiog® and 
from communications being received, that the | 


and solos” were sung before the commence- 
ment of each service. 

The first meeting (Monday morning, Jan- 
uary 8) was presided over by Donald Mathe- 
son, Esq. Prayers were offered by the Rev. 
R. D. Wilson, Rev. R. Roberts, Mr. Henry 
Edwards, General Alexander, and the Rev. 
R. Johnston. The Rev. 8. Bardsley, Rector 
of Spitalfields, gave the address on the topies 
for the day. 

Tuesday's meeting was. presided over by 
J. Holt Skinner, Esq.; the Rev. J. Mathe- 
son, Rev. Edward Forbes, Messrs. W. R. 


observance of this January Week of Prayer, | Ellis and John Stabb, enyaged in prayer. 


which was- commenced by the Alliance in | 
1847, is greatly on the increase, both as re- | 
garde the number of persons attending and 

the places where meetings are held. In some 

parts of England and various cities on 

the Continent the larger halls and churches 

have been insufficient to contain the mul- 

titudes attracted by the devotional services ; 

whilst some of all classes and ranks, not ex- 

cepting even the highest, have in different 

countries, assembled, agreed touching the 

things which, in unity of faith and heart, they 

have spread before the One Giver of every 

good gift und the Hearer of prayer. When the 
spirit of grace and supplication is so re-' 
markably vouchsafed, it is only reasonable to 
anticipate an extraordinary bestowment of 
divine blessings both for the Church and for 

the world. 

In London (City and West-end), as well as 
in the suburbs, there were numerous meetings 
daily. The West-end morning meetings were 
held in Langham Hall, Great Portland Street, 
which the Council of the Evangelical Alliance 
had selected as being wiore accessible and 
suitable than the room in which the meetings 
had been held ic previous years, Notwith- 
standing unfavourable weather, the attendance 
was large. A smal! choir of select voices had 
been organized for the purpose of leading 
the psalmody, which was efficiently done. 


An anthem and some of the “sacred songs 


The address was given by the Rev. Alex. 
McAulay, President of the Wesleyan Con- 
ference. 

On Wednesday, the chair was occupied by 
the Hon. Justice Lush. Prayer was offered 
by the Rev. James Fleming. Rev. R. Johnston, 
Rev. J. A. Porter, Messrs. Marcus Martin and 
Larkins. This being the day when the 
special subject was Prayer for Families, mach 
interest was, as usual, awakened, and much 
earnest supplication was made for the uncon- 
verted, for sons and daughters at school and 


college, and for those abroad ; for any in sick- — 


ness, trouble, and temptation ; and for those 
who have been recently added to the Church. 
The address (which we hope to give infull in 
our next number) was delivered by the Rev. 
Charles Stanford, of Denmark Place Chapel, 
Camberwell. 
_ Thursday’s meeting was presided over by 
the Hon. Thomas Pelham. The Rev. 
William Roberts, Rev. H. E. Fox, Rev. 
Dr. Verner White, and others, offered 
prayer. In consequence of the illness of the 
Rev. Dr. David McEwan, who was to have 
given the address this mornifig, the Rev. Df. 
Douald Fraser kindly occupied his place, and 
gave some practical remarks appropriate to 
the important subject for the day's inter 
cession. 
On Friday morning the chair was ocen- 
pied by R. C. L. Bevan, Esq. Tite special 
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subject for this day was Missions to the Jews 
and Gentiles, for Sunday-schools, and for the 
conversion of the world to Christ. Much 
earnest prayer was offered by the Rev. G. H. 
Stanton and others. The venerable African 
missionary, Rev. Dr. Moffatt, gave an earnest 
and impressive address on Christian mireions, 
making special allusion to his interesting 
work in South Africa. In the course of his 
remarks he observed, that if he had his life 
to live over agnin—ay, if he had a thousand 
lives to live, they should all be given to the 
cause of missions among the heathen. Both 
when he first returned to this country after 
along stay in the interior of Africa, and now 
when he had been compelled to return again, 
seemed to be so little concerned about the 
salvation of the world. This, too, in the 
face of the universal commission of the 
Master, and of the great results that had been 


achieved in heathen lands by the Gospel. 
It surprised, and still surprises, him to see 
the masses of professing Christian people 


comparatively indifferent on this great sub- 
ject, sometimes doling out their pennies. and 
shillings, and mustering but poorly at mis- 
sionary meetings. It was beyond his com- 
prehension. We say we are not our own, 
but how few of us live except to ourselves! 
If a church would be prosperous, she must 
be a missionary church. 

The closing meeting, on Saturday, was 
presided over by Captain the Honourable R. 
Moreton, nw. Prayers were offered by the 
Rev. John Gritton, Rev. J. Denham Smith, 
and others. A suitable address for the snb- 
ject of the day was given by the Rev. John 
England, of the Moravian Church. 


The City meetings, formerly held in the. 


London Tavern, were this year held in the 
Centenary Hall, Bishopagate Street, and were 
largely attended. Suitable addresses on the 
topics of the day were delivered by the Rev. 
Dr. Donald Fraser, Rev. C. I. Spargeon, 
Rev, E. E. Jenkins, Rev. Marcus Rainsford, 
Rev. J. G. Gregory, and Rev. Charles Gra- 
ham. 

Meetings were also held in the Lecture 
Hall of the Sunday-school Union, Old Bailey; 
W. T. Paton, Esq., Rev. J. P. Chown, Sir 
Charles Reed, and Rev. H. J. Tresidder pre- 
siding on the several days. 

In connection with the South London 
Branch of the Alliance, a united prayer- 
meeting was held in St. James’s School-room, 
Clapham, on Friday evening, January 12; 
the Rev. Aubrey C. Price presiding. Ministers 


of various denominations took part in the de- 


\ 
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votional services, and an address was de- 
livered by the Rev. James Davis. 

At Blackheath the usual daily morning 
meetings were held; the attendance was very 
large, and this year additional meetings for 
the evenings were specially arranged. — 

In many of the suburbs of London the 
Week of Prayer was also observed, and from 


were they composed of persons condliy ia 

attendance at religious meetings, but there 
were many strangers to all religious observ- 
ance. Meetings were held not only in the 
places of religions assembly, but even in 
some of the great music-halls and other 
places of public entertainment. All the 
places were each day filled with a dense 
crowd to such a degree that, in some 
cases, the stood outside unable to ob- 
tain admission. The numbers in all must 
have amounted to from 15,000 to 20,000— 
‘a great improvement for Berlin, and a hope- 
ful indication for better times to come for 
the progress of Evangelical truth in this 
capital and country. One could perceive 
the favourable impression produced by the 
heartiness with which the hymns were sung, 
the marked attention paid to the prayers 
and - addresses, and the liberal donations at 
thé close of the meetings ; im short, the re. 
sults are beyond all our expectations, and 
will, we trust, be permanent in their effects. 
Ouf hearts are full of gratitude and praise —- 
to God, who has so blessed us. Her Ma- 
jesty the Empress, as in previous years, 
showed her sympathy by attending some 
of the meetings. Several Court preachers, — 
as well as various pastors in the city, con- 
ducted the services. This intercourse of 


' Christians with each other, in union with 


their Evangelical brethren throughout the 
world, has given a fresh impulse to Christian 
life in Berlin. And as those who led our 
devotions expressed sympathy with the uni- 
versal family of God, so we through you 
desire to send affectionate greeting to all 
friends of the Evangelical Alliance in dear 
England, remembering your motto, ‘ 
corpus sumus in Christo.’” 

We have had most interesting 


meetings here during the Week of Prayer, 

and I trast much may follow. ~The 

attendance was large, an it was’ the expefi- 
i ‘ 


| various parts of the country gratifying re- 
ports are being received. 
THE CONTINENT. 
| Bentm.—*“The meetings held in this 
city during the Week of Prayer were much 
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ence, I believe, of many, that it was a time of 
great refreshing.” 

Auerzrpau.—*“ You will, doubtless, be 
glad to hear that the Week of Prayer has 
been observed in this city as well as in many 


other towns of the country. The meetings 


(Pebroary 1, 


in Amsterdam were conducted by ministers 
and laymen belonging to various sections of 
the Church—viz., to the National, the Seces- 
sion, the Lutheran, and other denominations. 
I am happy to say that the greatest harmony 
and cordiality prevailed among them.” 


IRISH BRANCH. 


elected a member of Council. 


Ganly, Castledermot; Mr. David. Burrowes, 
Bray ; Mr. Charles Merrilees, Dublin. 

A proposal to hold a conference in con- 
nection with the Day of Prayer for Ireland 
was brought under consideration. The Secre- 


An important conference, convened by 
private circular, was held under the auspices 
of the Dublin Branch of the Alliance, in the 
Metropolitan Hall, on Thursday, the 11th 


ult, at three o'clock. The Right Hon. Wil- 


liam Brooke presided. 

After an earnest address from the Chair- 
man,-the Secretary submitted a statement 
showing the present position of the recently- 
formed Irish Organization. The following 
resolutions were then unanimously passed :— 

Resolution 1, proposed by the Rev. Dr. 
Craig, and seconded by George Foley, Esq. : 


“That this meeting, believing that it is the | i 


duty of Chnstians not only to cultivate the 
spirit, but also to manifest the reality and 
power of brotherly union, and especially in 
this country, in which so much reproach has 
been brought. on the cause of Evangelical 
truth by the divisions of Christians, rejoices 
in the re-establishment of the Irish Branch 
Evangelical Alliance.” | 
Resolution 2, proposed by the Rev. Dr. 
Kirkpatrick, and seconded by the Rev. Thos. 
A. McKee: “ That it is gratifying to learn | 


ff 


that there is at present a growing desire for 
Christian fellowship and co-operation among 


In Spain a branch of the Alliance was being 
formed. In Egypt two men had been basti- 


nadoed for their faith so terribly that one of 


mt 
if 
| The usual monthly meeting of Council 
i was held on Tuesday, January 2, in the | Christian people of all denominations, and 
ie Metropolitan Hall, Dublin; the Right Hon. | it is, therefore, desirable that effective means 
William Brooke in the chair. be promptly and vigorously taken for ex- 
{ Joseph Cuthbert, Eeq., Coleraine, was | tending the operations and influence of the 
in ee Evangelical Alliance throughout the country.” 
i, The following were admitted as new mem- ANNUAL WEEK OF PRAYER. 
ig bers: The Rev. John Kerr, Dablin; Mr. M.! Daily noon prayer-meetings were held in 
Tobias, Mra. and Miss Tobias, Dublin; Mr. | the Metropolitan Hall, Dublin. The attend- 
a R. Coventry; Mr. S. P. Proctor, Lucan; | ances were unusually large, and an increasing 
Mr. Thomas Sherlock, Lucan; Mr. and Mrs. | interest was manifested in this annual as- 
Henry Jack, Lucan; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas | sembly of Christians throughout the world 
Milne, Lucan ; Rev. David Holden, Dublin; | for united prayer. The shadow cast by the 
! Mr. Herbert Griffen, Castlecomer; Mrs. and | critical position of affairs in the East had its 
the Misses Macadam, Limerick ; Rev. Charles | influence on this occasion. 
ROSCOMMON BEANCH. 
| An interesting communication has been 
received from the Secretary for this district. 
He writes: “We observed the Week of 
) Prayer here. All united, and it was a very 
tary was authorized to make further arrange- | blessed time, the number increasing every 
ments for sending deputations to various | night, and the solemnity deepening.” 
parts of the country. MEETING AT BELFAST. 
CONFERENCE. The first quarterly meeting of the mem- 
he bers of the Belfast Branch was held on Tues- 
| day evening, 16th of January. About fifty or 
sixty ladies and gentlemen sat down to tea, 
| and apologies were received from as many 
| others who were prevented being present, 
including Sir Edward Coey, the Moderator 
| of the General Assembly, the Mayor of Bel- 
a fast, and J. P: Corry, Esq., ur. After tea 
:| Sir Thomas M‘Clure, Bart., one of the Vice- 
: Presidents, took the chair, and the meeting 
sie was opened with prayer by the Rev. J. W. 
| M‘Kay. After some remarks from the Chair- 
if man, the Rev. William Park read an 
| teresting communication from the Secre- 
bi tary in London, giving a detailed account of 
a | the work of the Alliance during the past 
| three months. This letter states that the 
Week ol Prayer has been more widely ob- 
iW served this year than ever before, and in 
73) | Madrid and other places the meetings have 
.! been large and earnest. It entered into de- 
| tail with regard to Spain, Egypt, and Turkey. 
| 
| 


| 


zation of the Alliance in every county town. 


He gave an instance in which old standing 


differences between ministers of different de- 
nominations in one of our country towns had 
been removed in the very effort to begin 
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AT MELROSE. 


schism, and that the members of the family 
may each retain their individuality with 
mutual love. This Alliance has for many 
years, in its exertions on the Continent and 
elsewhere abroad, been recognized and ap- 
pealed to by various Churches and mission- 
aries as the one great and unsectarian medium 
persecutions; and influential and 
too, also, in its special walks and 
at home—such as infidelity, the Sab- 


swelling from within from their own interior 
affinities, than compelled by the less noble 


ity. | fear and pressure from without of the ex- 


ternal enemies that are hovering around 


we are really, consciously, jand visibly His 
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them died, and this case has been bromght | [a 
before the English Government, and also | (iii 
before the Khedive, by the Council of the 
Alliance. In Turkey the Alliance was the 
Evangelical Alliance work there; and he 
expressed himself as exceedingly hopeful with 
regard to the work the Alliance is destined 
to do im and for Ireland. A conversation 
followed on the best way of promoting the 
objects of the Evangelical Alliance in Belfast, 
in which the Revs. I. H. Deacon, Dr. Knox, 
Dr. Wright, Dr. Bryce, T. C. Maguire, and 
J. W. M'Kay took part. Among other things 
discussed might be mentioned the propriety 
of holding controversial meetings of a united 
work of the Alliance as it is being carried 
on in various parts of Ireland, and showing 
the importance of the spirit of union it cul- 
ti for the prosecution of every kind of 
He stated that the work 
ia being carried on by counties, and that | [iis 
efforts are being made to establish an organi- 
CONFERENCE 
Gratifying meetings of the members of the 
Melrose Branch of the Evangelical Alliance 
were held on Thursday afternoon and evening, 
January 11 ; Lord Polwarth and Sir Walter 
Elliot, of Wolflee, presiding. 
T. J. Dann, Esq. the Hon. Secretary, gave 
an interesting historical skétch ofthe Allignce. 
He was glad to be able to assure those 
present that the Parent Society is as active as 
ever in its wide-spread operations and in- 
fluences. Referring to the names of many 
distinguished Christians who had been active 
members, but who had been taken to their unl prayer- 
rest above, he said: “Surely the cause that Week of Prayer all over the world, 
could gather together the hearts and the as the Chairman emphatically re- . 
heads of men like these must still claim from last year, is itself a wondrous bless- 
us the tribute of an almost sacred admiration, it done nothing else.” The speaker 
and, better still, its continued maintenance | [iia 
and extension by us who remain. Amid all | unity and strength of the Churches should ; 
the histories of the world and the Church, | be elicited by mutual contact, and come ; 
greatest ecclesiastical phenomena that has 
ever marked and vindicated true Christi : 
To the world, whether infidel or superstitious, 
it has revealed not the uniformity which | them. ile, therefore, a8 1ndivi metm- . 
blends all colours, creeds, and convictions | bers of our different Evangelical Churches, we : 
under one common veil, but the exhibition | seek to let all men and ourselves know that 
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seriously to inquire into the divine rights or in the country—has net-~a sagle mis- 


pretensions of Rome. Never before have sionary who preaches the Gospel to the 


there been sold so many Bibles and Testa- Brazilians. | 7 
ments, The Constitution of Brazil guarantees Further particulars of the work of God in 


guided by the Emperor D. Pedro 1.—pro- | Vanorden, 8,p., 21, Salisbury Street, Strand, 
tects the Protestants, and more than liberally London, w.c., or of the Secretary of the 
executes the articles of the Constitution Bwyangelical Alliance. 


favourable to religious liberty. 


3 INSTITUTION FOR FLEMISH EVANGELISTS. 


An appeal is made for British Christians been convinced that the best way to reach 
to aid a work now being carried on among and conquér the Flemish people is to get the 
the Flemish people. A committee, composed Gospel preached amongst them by Flemish 
of pastors and others, has been appointed to’) young men. Hitherto those who laboured 
establish an institution for Flemish evan-|in Flanders were all foreigners, ministers, 


gelists in Brussels. They state in their | and evangelists from Holland and Germany, 


address— , | 80 that the people look upon the. Protestant 


“We have prayed that the way might | religion as a foreign one, and upon the Bible, 
be shown us to struggle with the super- | even translated in Flemish, as a book brought : 
stition, unbelief, and indifference by which by foreigners. We have, in consequence, 


our-poor country is Overrun, and we have | prayed that Flemish young men should be | 


| 
| 
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| 
te cue another aed to Him, we would circles on the bosom of the water. Ww 
Bi im the better and busy genius of their own without an angry vipple om its surface, the 
ne vitality, bid each other God-speed, and con- one true Chureh of God himself, the Three in 
Hi. timne their own benevolent activities, each in One, becomes radiant and pure and calm as 
aH their own sphere, till in due time their outer the sea of glass before the throne of God!” 
: edges, over the wide and waiting world, come 
| THE GOSPEL IN BRAZIL. 
| best men in Brazil begin to 
| ; the practices of Rome nor a 
jous scepticiem will satisfy the crav- 
he of the human heart; their thoughts are 
ing to God's Sen and towards (od’s 
_ Book for assistance. Among recent converts 
many persons of high social standing and 
| never go inside a Papal church if the religion | paper is now President of the Brazilian Bible 
| were not that of the State, and if civil or | Society ; and the President of the Evangelical 
military offices-could be’ held by Protestants.| Alliance of Brazil, Dr. Francisco José de 
The conflict between Rome and the Free-| Lemos, was formerly Reetor of the Catholic 
masons has opened the country nearly every- | Theological Seminary. Last year £1,000 
i where to the influences of Evangelical religion. | worth of religious books, tracts, and papers 
i In 1873 certain bishops notified the Catholic | were sold. Churches spring up where no 
| brotherhoods that all masons were to be ex- | missionary has ever been, converts come long 
| pelled. This was refused; whereupon they of faith, and 
: were suspended from church privileges. The | letters have been received from various parts 
Crown was appealed to, and the Imperial | of the country asking that teachers and ~ 
Council sustained the brotherhoods on the | preachers may be sent. There is but a hand- 
ground that the bull of excommunication had | fal of Christian labourers in this great em- 
not received the Imperial placet. Criminal | pire, with its 10,000,000 of inhabitants and 
proceedings were then taken against the | its 1,700,000 slaves. From Rio de Janeiro 
bishops, and finally they were condemned to | to Rio Grande do Sul, a sea-coast of 600 
four years’ imprisonment. These years of | miles, there ts not one Christian missionary. 
religious agitation haye had a beneficial in- England—which is sending millions worth of 
) fluence. People have been aroused from its manufactures to Bmazil, and is building 
: their sleep of indifferentism, and have begun railroads and opening coal and gold miines 
| 
religious toleration, an verninent— raZii may obtalned o e Vv. Bmanue 
| 
| 
8 


become evangelists, Belgium cannot do much ; we therefore look 
to those in England and Holland who have at 
“Our prayers have been answered, and heart the advancement of the Rede@mer’s king- 


we have now two Christian young men, dom, and we earnestly solicit their assistance.” 


capacity and good-will, to be edu- 


Donations may be sent through the Union 


showing 

cated for this purpose ; besides which, a large Bank of London, or to D. Matheson, Esq., 52, 
room is hired (9, Place Sainte-Catherine) in Queen's Gate, London, s.w., or to the Secretary 
Brussels, where our head-master, Mr. Bokma, of the Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street. 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH.* 


t 
faith ; or that they all acknowledge, to the same 
the same dogmatic or doctrinal princi 
them are weak 


implanted ; it is b- 
stance of gs hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen. This one faith binds its 


can never — for it is quickened and sus- 
tained by the mighty power,of God. 
The children of 


administered. ‘“‘one baptism’’ of which 


Paul speaks when he is exhibiting the unity of 


Son and of the Holy Ghost, avails not, where 
there is not that which the sacrament signifies 
and seals—even the new birth unto righteous- 
ness. Except a man be born of the Spirit, he 
cannot be a member of the true Church of God. 

All who belong to the spiritual commonwealth 


hope of . All the true child are 
partakers of this hope; and they are thus sus- 
tained throughout the various of their 
earthly condition. 

UNITY AED sCHISM. 
In ve times notes of discord were some- 


Gespel, these dissensions did not issue in any ex- 
tensive separation. Without disowning the 
authority of the apostles, nome could well secede 
from the societies with which were asso- 
ciated. And there was another nt which 
had, for a long time, a mighty influence in ebeck- 
ing the todivision. The mutual 
attachment of adberents of the new faith was 
such as the world had never before seen. The 
heathen exclaimed in astoni “See how 
these Christians Jove one apother 
outpouring of the Spirit on the day 


thoes who dwelt at Jerusalem ‘‘sold their 


possessions and s, and parted them to all” 
their ne valigtesionn as every one had need. 
How could such brethren think of separation’? 
Their Maetér had said to them, “ By this sbail 


most i ive evidenees of sanctified attech- 
ment. t when the a passed away, aod 
when philosophy—falsely so called—beyan to 


tarianism rapidly the t 
Constantine the Great—when Christianity be- 
came the established religion of the a 
Church was a vast 
were arrayed against bi ; some counci 
abetted Arianism, whilst others supported 
Trinitarianiem ; the chief pastor of Rome him- 


self, who had now risen into lapsed 
were placed above prelates ; and at length one - 


iritual dictator rul with despotic sway 
over almoss the whole of the Western Chareb. 
In sixteenth century, when the kiagdom 
of the Papacy was partially 
churches entered far more thoroughly than others 


* Extracts hon a Lecture recently delivered in the Assemb!)’s College, Belfast, by the Rev. W. D. — 


Killen, D.D., President of Faculty. 
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brought to offer themeelves for thie work, since the Ist of November last, has under- 
and that the means might be raised for taken the work, assisted by three ministers of 
establishing « school in which they should the Gospel. The few Protestant churches in 
LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE of the saints They are accord. 
rue saints stand in a special relation to each | ingly represented by apostle as ‘‘called in 
of the Persons of the Trinity. God the Father one hope” of their calling. This hope of their 
is their Father: the Son of God is their Elder | calling ia the hope which their vocation produces 
Brother and Redeemer : and the Spirit of God is | and impli it ia ‘‘ the anchor of the sou!," the 
their Senctifier. They may be quite unable to 
the of the. Godhead ; ter 
may not well understand the distinctions of the 
Trimity ; and yet they are united to each of the 
Divine Persons by ties which are vital and indis- 
soluble. They have realized the love of God the 
Father, and the grace of the lord Jesus Christ, | times beard among the churches--one soying, I 
and the fellowship of the Spirit. Thus, ip | am of Paul, and another, lam of Apolics —but, 
regard to the Triune God, they have a basis of | during the lives of the original heralds of the 
upon and Snes able. 
The -children of God have one faith. This 
does not import that they have all the same 
r 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
possessor to the throne of the Eternal ; and it | love one to another ;” and exhibited the 
does not mean that they have all been baptized | eat in @ vitals of C rine, it was 
after one fashion. Some may have been im- | found very difficult to por visible unity. 
mersed, and others egrinkied. It. is possible | Towards the close of second century sec- : 
that a number may never have received wa 
baptism at all. To the penitent thief on the 
for the ordimance never was 
pirit. By one Spirit,” sa are 
we all baptized into one body.” he washing 
with water, in the name of the Fatber and of the 
j 4 
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